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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
10/958,301 



■4 



Examiner 



Applicant(5) 
SAKAMOTO ETAL 



Art Unit 



Roberta Prendergast 2671 

- The MAILING DATE of thts communication appears on the cover she^t with the corrBSpondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SETTO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensiong of time may De available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(b). In no event, how&ver. may a reply.be Umely filed 
aflar Six (S) MONTHS^ from U>e mailing date of thig oommur^Uon. 

- If NO period for repty Is specified above, ihe maximiim 9ietulory pertod will apply and will expire SIX (6) MO^m^S from ihe maiTmg dale of Uiis communigaUon 

- F9Jlure to reply wimtn the set or extended penod for reply wiU. by filalute. cause we appffcalkirt to become ABANDONED (S5 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply receivad by the Office later man three months after the mailing date of this comnumication. even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b), 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 October 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Be parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 60-64 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n CIaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claimfs) 60-64 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to, 

Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)K1 The drawing(s) filed on 06 October 2004 is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to Ih© drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1,65(3), 
Replacement drawing 5heet(5) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the ExamjEqer. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)M Ail b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. E1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/605991 . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nab'onal Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office acbon for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



The drawings are objected to as falling to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "S104" has been used to designate steps S104- 
SI 06 and step S105 has been used to designate step S107 in Fig. 12, see 
paragraphs [01 12H01 1 5]. 

The drawings are further objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 
1.84(p)(5) because they include the following reference character(s) not 
mentioned in the description: 

Fig. 34, element 348, see paragraph [0176]; Fig. 36, element 6 is used to 
indicate element 6 in the spec, see paragraph I0186J; Fig. 42, element S617; Fig. 
50, elements 403>-406 are either missing or are used to indicate an incorrect 
portion of the figure, see paragraph (0245]. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) In the 



description in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing 
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
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notified and Informed of any required corrective action in the next Olflce action. 
The objection to the drawings will not be held In abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be olJtained though the fnvention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth fn section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are sudi that the subject matter as a whole woutd have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 60-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okude et al. U.S. patent No. 6175802 In view of Yoshlda U.S. Patent No. 
5699056. 

Referring.to claims 60-63, Okude et al. teaches a fnap display^devHc&for 
converting externally provided communications Infomiation Into an applicable 
object model for arrangement on a map Image, said map display device 
comprising: an input part for receiving an instruction from a user (Fig. 1 
(elements 1-4 & 1-5); column 4, lines 62-67); a map data storage part for storing 
map data (Fig. 1 (element 1-3); column 4, lines 53-61); an object model display 
information storage part for storing object model display information for 
displaying at least one object model having a shape which allows the user to 
understand content of the communications Information on the map image (Fig. 5 
(elements 3-7, data read unit) & 19 (elements 19-1 & 19-2); column 7, lines 26- 
37); a communications part for receiving the communications information, the 
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communications information including information wliicli varies in real time (Fig. 1 
(elements 1-7 thru 1-11) & 5 (element 3-6), I.e. the current location detection unit 
Indicates information which varies in real time; column 6, lines 1-15); a map data 
arranging part for creating the at least one object model by Interpreting the 
communications information and the object model display information provided 
by said object model display Information storage part and anranging the at least 
one object model at a position on the map image based on the communications 
information (Figs. 1 (element 1-1), 3, 5 & 19; columns 5-6, lines 50-19; columns 
6-7, lines 55-8, I.e. the operation and processing unit is understood to be the map 
data an-anging unit); and a display part for displaying a result map Image 
including the map image and the at least one object model obtained by said map 
data a^anging part (Figs. 1 (element 1-2) & 24 (element 24-5); column 4, lines 
45-53) the at least one object model being a 3D model-^straet. i.e. the three 
dimensional map data corresponding to the perspective map is displayed in a 3D 
manner) but does not specifically teach wherein the communications Infonnation 



includes information indicating a frozen road» said map data an-anging part 
an^nges the at least one object model representing icy conditions In a region of 
the image map corresponding to the frozen road (claim 60), the communications 
information includes traffic jam infonnation indicating a jammed road, and said 
map data arranging part arranges the at least one object model representing a 
traffic jam In a region of the Image map corresponding to the jammed road (claim 
61), wherein said map data anBn^ing part an^nges a plurality of object models 
representing vehicles in the region of the image map corresponding to the 
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jammed road (claim 62), the communications infomiatlon Includes accident 
infomiation Indicating a site of an accident, and said map data an-anging part 
an-anges the at least one object model representing a traffic accident in a region ' 
of the image map corresponding to the site of the accident (claim 63). 

Yoshida teaches wherein the communications information includes 
Information indicating a frozen road, said map data arranging part arranges the at 
least one object model representing icy conditions in a region of the image map 
corresponding to the frozen road, the at least one object model being a 3D model 
(Figs. 71-72; column 40, lines 50-60, i.e. It is understood that the weather 
information extracted from the telegraphic messages for each area is the 
communications information, which is being displayed In the region of the map 
corresponding to the frozen road), wherein said map data arranging part 
arranges a plurality of object models-representing vehTctes in the region of the 
image map conr^esponding to the jammed road (Figs. 3 (element 31 B). 62, & 68: 
column 5, lines 35-45; column 40, lines 14-21, I.e. it Is understood that the traffic 
jam Information extracted from the telegraphic messages for each area Is the 
communications infomiation, which is being displayed in the region of the map 
corresponding to the jammed road), the communications information includes 
accident information indicating a site of an accident, and said map data arranging 
part an-anges the at least one object model representing a traffic accident in a 
region of the image map con-esponding to the site of the accident (Figs. 3 
(element 31 B), 62, & 68; column 5, lines 35-45; column 41, lines 9-24. i.e. it is 
understood that the accident infomiation extracted from the telegraphic 
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messages for each area is the communicatrons information, which is being 
displayed in the region of the map corresponding to the accident). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the map display device of 
Okude et ah to^clude wherein the communications information intludps 
infonnatlon indicating a frozen road, said map data arranging part an-anges the at 
least one object model represeriting icy conditions rn a . region of the image map 
corresponding to the frozen road (claim 60), the communications information 
includes traffic jam jnfonnation indicating a jammed road, and said map data 
arranging part arranges the at least one object model representing a traffic jam In 
a region of the image map corresponding to the jammed road (claim 61), wherein 
said map data arranging part arranges a plurality of object models representing 
vehicles 1n the region of the image map- con-esponding to the jammed road (daim 
62), the communications information includes accident information indicating a 
site of an accident, and said map data arranging part arranges the sit least one 
object model representing , at traffic accident in a region of the image map . „ 
corresponding to the site of the accident (claim 63) thereby Improving the 
traveling experience by supplying accurate traffic, accident, and weather 
information in real time so that the user can avoid trouble spots (Yoshida, 
Abstract; column 1, lines 9-15). 

Claim 64 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okude et al. U.S. patent No. 6175802 In view of Kakihara et al. U.S. Patent No. 
5293163. 
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Referring to claim 64, Okude et al. teaches a map display device for 
converting extematly provided communications information into an applicable 
object model for arrangement on a map Image, said map display device 
comprising: an input part for receiving an instruction from a user (Fig. 1 
(elements 1-4 & 1-5); column 4, lines 62-67); a map data storage part for storing 
map data (Fig. 1 (element 1-3); column 4, lines 53-61); an object model display 
Infonnatlon storage part for storing object model display information for 
displaying at least one object model having a shape which allows the user to 
understand content of the communications information on the map Image (Fig. 5 
(elements 3-7, data read unit) & 19 (elements 19-1 & 19-2); column 7. lines 26- 
37); a communications part for receiving the communications Information, the 
communications Information Including information which varies In real time (Fig. 1 
... „ felemems^i^hra-1'11) & 5'tdern0rrt^*9)fi5e:'lhei?ctri« 

indicates information which varies in real time; column 5, lines 1-15); a map data 
arranging part for creating the at least one object model by inteipreting the 
communications information and the object model display information provided 
by said object model display infomnatlon storage part and arranging the at least 
one object model at a position on the map image based on the communications 
information (Rgs. 1 (element 1-1), 3, 5 & 19; columns 5-6. lines 60-19; columns 
6-7, lines 55-8, i.e. the operation and processing unit is understood to be the map 
data arranging unit); and a display part for displaying a result map image 
including the map image and the at least one object model obtained by said map 
data arranging part (Figs. 1 (element 1-2) & 24 (element 24-5); column 4, lines 
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